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assurance. I know that the potato growers
are opposed to it because they elaim that
their products are already uuder inspection.
The Minister for Agriculture has power to
deal with seed potatoes.

The Minister for Agriculture: I did not
mislead you; I said that the potato grow-
ers were not keen about the Bill.

Alr. J. H. SMITH: No good purpose
will be served by the measure. If we at-
tempt to regulate this business, it will be
against the interests of the growers,

The Minister for Agriculture: But you
know that the best growers, under present-
day conditions, do what is suggested.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I know that, and also
that people go to the markets and give 1s.
or 2s, more for fruit grown by certain grow-
ers. Another danger that I see is that the
growers will be held responsible. The name
of the grower must appear on the case.
Fruit is bonght at the markets, and then is
taken elsewhere and displayed in shop win-
dows. The fruit may bhe labelled with the
grower’s name, but an unscrupulous retailer
may not act properly regarding the fruit
and the grower will be held responsible. I
hope that during the Committee stage we
will bave an gpportunity vo amend the Bill
s0 a5 to protect the interests of the growers.
1 do not think i is fair in its application
as it stands. The Minister knows that the
practice I have hinted at is resorfed to to-
day, and will recognise the necessity for
making provision accordingly. I oppose the
second reading of the Bib.

MB. SLEEMAN (Fremantle) [9.37]:
Bill of this deseription is long overdue, but
during the course of the debate too much
attention has been devoted to the whole-
saler’s point of view to the exclusion of
that of the retailer and the consumer.
would like the Minister to explain how the
Bill will affect the retailers in the shops
throughont the metropolitan area. We know
that “place” will include a shop and “pack-
ages” will include a bag or a container. I
do not think sufficient power is provided for
inspectors to protect the interests of con-
swmers who purchase fruit in retail shops.
One hon. member suggested thaf the Bill
was not in the interests of the grower, but,
if drafted properly, I think it will be in the
interests of all concerned, the grower, the
consumer, and the packer, To-day, if a per-
son enters a shop and asks for a dozen
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oranges or a couple of pounds of apples,
beautiful specimens of which he has noticed
in the window, he later finds to his disgust
that the fruit he has obtained is not hy any
means troe to the samples shown in the win-
dows. Power should be given to inspectors
so that on meeting purchasers emerging
from a shop, they cau styp them, ascertain
what eclass of fruit has been supplied to
them and determine whether it is a fair
average sample of the fruit displayed in the
shop window. 1 hope the Minister will tell
us how the Bill will affect consumers who
purchase fruit in the retail shops.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time,

House adjourned at 9.40 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION--RAILWAYS, SLEEPER
CONTRACTS.

Mr. J. H. SMITH asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Does he know that contracts
for wandoo sleepers have been let through
the Comptroller of Stores, Midland June-
tion, a long way helow union rates to the
following persons:—P. Amidi, Clackline;
Piesse & De Bondi, Toodyay; Jones, of
Chidlew (carting, Wooroloo) ; J. Marcellia,
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contractor of York? 2, Is he aware that
foreign labour is employed in this work?
3, Will he take immediate steps fo see that
award rates are paid and that our own
people are engaged in this industry?

The MINISTER FOR RAJLWAYS re
plied: 1, No. 2, Reporis have been re-
ceived that P. Omodei and F. T. Jones
have employed foreign labour, and their
orders have been cancelled pending investi-
gation. No orders are held by De Bondi,
and no complainis received regarding Piesse
and Mareellia-~the latter is Australian born
and & reforned soldier. 3, The Depart-
ment’s contracts are at a price for sleep-
ers stacked at sidings or delivered into
trucks, and crders are issued subject fo
work being performed by British subjeets.
Consideration will be given to the condi-
tions under which the eontracts are car-
ried out.

BILL—FAIR RENTS.
Report of Committes adopted.

BILL-—EABTER.
Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR JUSTICE (Hon.
J. C. Willeock—Geraldton) [4.35] in mov-
ing the second reading said: It has been
desired by many countries of the eivilised
world that instead of Easter being a move-
able feast, the celebration of the holidays
should be fized at a uniform time. The
question of what time, is dependent on the
full moon, and the second Friday after full
moon after the 21st March has always been
accepted as Good Friday.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Where did
this idea of stabilisation first originate?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: At the
time of the Crueifixion it was the first Fri-
day after the full moon after the eqminox,
and ever sinee that time the celebration of
Easter, which is mostly of a religions char-
acter, has followed that date. Because of
the fact that full moon takes place on dif-
ferent days after the eqninox, the obser-
vance of Easter by religious people, which
has been incorporaled in the publie holi-
days in many eivilised conntries, has taken
place on that day.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell : Is this to apply
all over Australis¥
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The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Yes,
all over the world. There has been a worid-
wide movement amongst the eivilised eoun-
tries to have the observance of Easter on a
uniform date, and the object of the Bill
is to have that observance take place on
the first Sunday after the second Saturday
in April. That will mean that practically
throughout the civilised world the Easter
holidays will be observed in the second week
in April,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: The holiday
side of it is even more important than the
religious ceremony.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Per-
haps so. But holidays disturb commereial
relations and most of the countries agree
that the date should be stabilised. T be-
lieve the idea of a fixed day originated
with the League of Nations and all the
countries represented in the League of
Nations favoursd the id¢a, and in cunse-
quence that course has been adopted
throughout the civilised world. This re-
commendation coming from the Lesgue of
Nations to the British Government, was
passed on to the Australian Governments,
State and Federal, and has been agreed to.
The matter came up for discussion at the
Premiers’ Conference of 1928, when all the
Premiers of the Australian States agreed
to introduee the nescessary legislation into
their several Parliaments so that the obzer-
vance of Easter shall be on a fixed date.

Mr. Sampson: Has thiz the sapport of
the churches §

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Yes,
there has been po opposition from any of
the churehes. The Bill will not become
law until after the British Aet has been
proclaimed. Then coneerted action will be
taken throughout the eivilised world and all
the several Actg will be proclaimed, in Wes-
tern Australia and the Australian States
the same time as in other parts of the
world, This Bill was introduced in the
House of Commons on the 17th February,
1928, passed the second reading without a
division, and subsequently passed all its
remaining stages. Let me read what the
Secretary of the State of the Home De-
partment, Sir William Joynson Hieks, said
in moving the seeond reading—

T think it is entirely the view of the busi-
ness world and their employess that FEaster
should be stabilised in order that evervhody

should kmow from year to year when Easter
ig likely to be, and all the inquirics which
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have been suggestedl would teally delay that
for which the husiness and the commereial
world bhave asked. The League of Nations
has_ dealt with the matter fully., The Inter-
national Chamber of Commerce, an important
body in Eurcpe, has definitely econsented to
this change, and has passed resolutions as
long ago as 1923 strongly supporting the view
of the London Chambers of Commerce that
it ig desirable that Easter should be definitely
fized. There was a further eongress in Brus-
sols in 1925, which endorsed the same view
and passed a resclution in favour of some
arrangement being arrived at to siabilise
Easter. The League of Nations had made
inquiries, and they gave a great deal of in-
formation in the report issued by the League
of Nationg Committee on the Reform of the
Calendar, which also dealt with the guestion
of stabilising Easter. 1In that report they
say that all the railway authorities in Eng-
land, Great Britain, Germany, Spain, France,
Greece, Hungary, Poland, Czechoslovakia and
Switzerland have already decided in favour
of this change. It is very important that we
should have a united opinion to guide us, and
all the railway authorities are practically
agreed in regard to the need for this ehange.
« . .. The Asgsociation of British Chambers of
Commerce, in 1920, called upon the Imperial
Government to {iake such steps as may be
necessary, in conjunction with the Dominions
and foreign Goveraments, to bring about the
adoption of a fixed date for Easter., The
Chambers of Commerce of the Pritish Empire
met, in 1920, at a conference at which our
Dominions and Colonies were represented.
There were present representatives from Aus-
tralia, Canada, New Zealand and South
Africa, and that conference passed a similar
resolution to the one I have alluded to, urging
the Government to fix a date for Easter. In
February last further memorials were re-
ceived at the Home Office from the Committee
of the International Chambers of Commeree
urging the Government to take the same
ecourse, and their views were supported by
the British Chambers of Commerce, the
National Association of PBuilding Soeieties,
the Federation of British Industries, the
British Bankers’ Association, the Chamber
of Shipping, the Corporation of ILloyd's, and
a large number of other commercia! hodies.
Therefore, I do not think it is necessary for
the Government to make any further inquiries
from that point of view, beeause we have
already got » complete congensus of opinion
which for some thne has been drifting into
the Home Office, and all this opivion is
steadily pressing upon the Government de-
partment charged with responsibility in this
matter to get something done. In March last,
the Drapers’ Chamber of Trade passed a
resolution pressing upon the Government to
make this chanpe. I cannot see any better
way of finding -out the opinion of the com-
mercial community than that of sccking the
opinion of these great representative associa-
tions, who all appear to be unanimous in re-
gard to this proposal.

When that Act was passed by the Imperial
Parliament it came out as a recommenda-
tion to the Australian States and the Com-
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monwealth, and at the Premiers’ Confer-
ence in June, 1928, the following resolution
was carried :—

That upon legislation by the Imperial Parlia-
ment to fix the dute of Easter becoming oper-
ative, it is desirable that the Governments of

the States should introduce legislation to fix
a gimilar date.

The thing will not be done piecemeal. The
various Parliaments as they pass the Bill
will wait until the other Parliaments of
Australia have passed it, then, following
on the proclamation of the Act in Great
Britain, this Easter-day stabilisation will
be proclaimed throughout Australia in the
one year. The Imperial Act was passed
on the 3rd August, 1928. It provided that
the Aet should not come into operation un-
til a day to be fixed by Order-in-Council,
and that before making such order regard
should he had to any opinion officially ex-
pressed by any church or other Christian
body. T understand that all the churches
bave considered the matter, and none has
raised any opposition to the celebration of
Easter on a uniform date. In view of this
unanimity, elearly it is desirable that the
idea of uniform action should be adopted.
The Bill has been brought down for that
purpose. I do not think there should be
much diseussion of the Bill. It is merely
that it is desired to take uniform action,
and so all over the world this lesistation
is being introduced. I eannot believe there
will be any serious opposition te the Bill.
T move —

That the Bill he now read a second time.

HON. SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham} [445]: T have no objection to offer
to the Bill. As the Minister has told us,
a similnr measure has heen approved by
the British Parliament. Tn this material
age it is important to have uniformity. The
means of communication nowadays are 50
vapid that husiness ecould easily be dislo-
cated if one part of the world observed
Enstor ot one time and another part of the
world fixed it for a different time. Rerent-
Iy T read a book dealing with Ameriean
business in which eomplaint was made about
the ahzenee from husiness in England of the
head= of firms who take the end of the week
off. whieh made it difficult to transact busi-
ness and even caused delny and serious loss.
Years ago uniformity was not so important,
becruse it was impossible to communieate
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with England or Ameriea except by sail-
ing boats which took months to make the
journey each way. In those days a super-
cargo travelled in the ship, which was really
a travelling warehouse, because it was im-
possible to give and supply orders as busi-
ness demanded owing to the meagreness of
the means of communication. Now, of
course, goods can be delivered in Australia
on a specified day and almost to the houn,
and the improved means of communication
bave necessitated changes in many diree-
tions, this one included. £ agree with the
Minister that since the whole of the Empire
is coming into line on the question of Easter
observance, we in Australia cannot afford
to stand out.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Commitiee.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

BILL—MENTAL DEFICIENOY.
Second Reading,
Debate resumed from the 17th September.

HON 8IR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham) [4.50]: This is a very important Bill
and one that ought to be carefully con-
sidered. The Minister explained fully and
clearly the intention of the Bill, and, as
he pointed out, it is certainly a non-parfy
measure. We all desire that something
should be done for the unfortunate people
to whom the measure will apply. The Min-
ister has endeavoured to meet the sitmation
by taking something from the British Act
gnd something from the Tasmanian Act,
while portion of the Bill is original. I
understand that the British Aet is fairly
complete, it having been amended from time
to time in the light of experience gained
there.

The Minister for Health: I have adopted
the principles of the Imperial Aect, though
some portions of that statute, of course,
would not be suitable for Western Austra-
lia.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I desire
that this measure be made as perfeet as
possible so that the object we have in view
will be attained. We should endeavour to

make the lives of these unfortunate children
as happy as possible and as useful as pos-
sible. We can make their lives usefnl by
keeping them at work, which in turn is
necessary to make them happy. We ecan-
not expeet to find the same mental develop-
ment in any two persors, but we can have
a standard and we can assist those who are
below the standard. I wish to help the
Minister in this matter and to assure him
that members on this side of the House are
guite as anxious as he is {o do something
that will result in good. It seems to me
that we should begin with the children and
continue with the children by exercising
careful control,

The Minister for Health: The Bill makes
provision for contrel right through,

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: Quite
so, though judging by the Minister’s speech
one might infer that the Bill marked a
change of {reatment. We can control the
children and at the same time keep them
engaged at useful work. It is possible for
us to provide them with a much better life
than many of them have to-day. Some, of
course, live with their parents and faze quite
satisfactorily, only to suffer badly when they
lose their parents. Our sympathy for the
unfortunsate children should be strong, and
we have a right to conirol them. Since this
is a non-party measure, may I suggest that
the Minister should agree to the appoint-
ment of a commiitee, rather than have the
measure discussed in the House on the sec-
ond reading? Members really interested in
the subject and representative of both sides
of the House should sit with the Minister,
go through the Bill and report back to the
House. That would be much better than
diseussing the Bill clause by clause in this
Chamhber. The Minister has given the sub-
ject thought for a considerable time, as
most of us have, but the Minister has also
had the advantage of expert advice. He
has discussed the mattey far more fully than
we ¢an hope to do in this Chamber, and
50 T hope he will adopt my suggestion.
When the committee reported back to this
House, we could pass the Bill withont fur-
ther delay. T do not think any time would
be lost by adopting that course and I per-
sonally would prefer not to discuss tha
matter in detail here. Perhaps there are
some people here who know mentally defi-
cient folk, I also think that we shafl not
achieve our objeet unless we appoint a com-
mittee. I do not mean that a committee
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should go far afleldd and call evidence, but
that it should discoss the matter with ex-
peris and snbmit recommendations to whien
we could aseent.

The Minister for Justice: That is what
has been done.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes, but
I suggest a commitfee representative of
both sides of the Homse. The Bill should
be carefully considered by a committee rep-
resentative of the whole House.

The Premier: A select committee would
open up a big field of investigation.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: That iz
not my desire at all. I merely ask the Min-
ister to sit with a couple of members from
hiz own side and a eonple trom this side and
discuss the matter with the oflicials of his
own department.

Mr. Sampson: And call evidence?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: No, con-
sider the Bill clause by clause, take the ad-
vite of anyone who iz an expert on the sub-
jeet, and return the Bill with recommenda-
tions of which we can approve. 1 have no
desire that the whole world should be in-
vited to give evidenee hefore the committee.
I am glad that the Bill has been intro-
duced. I am glad, too, that the Minister has
devoted so mmech attention to the subject
and has been able to give us so much ad-
vice on it. I realise, as he realises, that
some cost will be entailed. The measure is
not likely to he made perfect at the out
set, but will have to he amended from timo
to fime. The point is that we should make
a start by getting the best possible measure
on the statute-book. If the Bill were con-
sidered hy representatives from both sides
of the House, not only conld we make a
better job of it, but time would he saved.
We are not capable of discussing this great
question satisfaetorily and, besides, I do not
like the tdea of its being di.emssed in the
House. T hope the Minister will adopt the
eourse T sugpest.

MR, SAMPSON (Swan) [459] : TUn-
questionably the snhject i3 a very important
one that calls for a good deal of <tudy, and
any consideration given to it will be the-
roughly jnstified. The suggection made by
the Leader of the Opposition might well re
ceive the ready approval of the Minister.
The eare of mental defectives is a world-
wide question. T believe the people of Wit-
ern Australia realise its great importanes.
Generally the mea-ure will receive ~upport,
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Experience teaches that progress in respeet
to those who are termed backward is pos-
sible of achievement.

The Minmister for Health:
apply te backward children.

Mr. SAMPSON: It applies to those who
are definitelv defective. Protection is neces-
sary for those who are so afflicted, as well
asx for others. In the schools classes are held
up because of the backwardnes: or mental
deficieney of some of the pupils. In the
eourse of his explanation of the measure the
Minister said that the cost of keeping these
children amounted to £11 1i)s. per head per
annum. That money, spent thus on mental
deflieients, is wasted. It would be better to
divert it into a special channel through which
the mentally delicient children could derive
some wmaterial lenefit.  The teaching of
menta! defectives i, partieularly hard work.
In most ¢ases ordinary methods are not
of the question. A teacher not only
wastes energy and effort on the work
but the remaining members of the class
are very seriously hampered. The task of
determining the form of instruction neces-
sary is a matter which calls for a good deal
of consideration, as well as does the cost. I
dare say the expense will be fairly heavy.
Thaf, however, i; probably the only objee-
tion that ean be held against the Bill. X
one will, I hope, oppose it becanse of tha
cost. The initial cost, even looking at the
matter from the cold mercenary standpoint,
will be as nething compared with the amount
that will ultimately he saved. The whole
yuestion involves a big problem. Bound no
with this, and indeed a very important fae-
tor, is the care of the mentally defective girl
She is o danwer not only to herself but to
other:, BSome progress has no doubt been
made with ytnard tv mental e¢ases, but I
donbt if anyone could be found who won'd
say that the vesults of the efforts that have
been made are completely satizsfactory. In
the old days the in-ane were locked up in
stables or small rooms.

The Mini-ter for Health: This does not
deal with those who are insane,

Mr. SAMPSON: It deals with those who
are on the border line or whe are hetween
the normal ond the abnormal. We have not
wiade suel o aveat deal of progress in the
treaticent of those who are mental invalids.
In the old «days any reference to one wln
wis afflicted with insunity was taboo. Tn-
duy the guestion i: o community matter, and

This does not
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it_behoves everyone to concentrate upon how
best to effect an improvement. The case of a
wentally defective person is readily acknow-
ledged to be quite different, and it is possibls
ts eare for such a person. I appreciate and
support the suggestion of the establishment
of a farm, Such an institution properly
conduected under the control of gualified and
sympathetic leaders should provide a grzat
blessing, and in many cases I dare say the
result would prove very good, quite apart
from the commercial aspeet. Thosze who are
defectives would have a far better oppor-
tunity to improve uander the natural condi-
tions. appertaining to a farm than by any
other method of - compulsory segregation.
The suggestion of an institution of guarl-
ianship is an excellent one. The econtrol of
wmentally afflicted children, by possibly ment-
ally afflicted parents is out of the guestion.
Unfortunately to-day there is no oppor-
tunity for defectives to receive that speeial
treatment that is their due. In the course
of his remarks the Minister referred to cases
in other eountries, and gave details of the
Teavy finaneial cost ineurred in the freat-
ment of defectives, There are records of
mental defectives in other countries running
through several generations. We need not go
outside Western Australia to find plenty of
examples which would fully justify the Min-
ister in bringing down this Bill. T reecall a
case that was looked up at the time I was
Colonial Secretary. This was traced througa
the earliest records that were available, and
it was shown that the eost ran into many
hundreds of pounds. Instead of these ment-
ally defective persons being improved in
condition, they have been allowed to take
their own course. The result is that not
unly the present generation but foture
eenerations will suffer becaunse of our in-
ability and disinelination to look after and
deal adequately with the maiter. I remem-
ber in the case to which I refer that in ceor-
tein instances the offspring became inmates
of the Hospital for the Insane as well as
of the Fremantle gaol, The general result
was an unanswerable argument in favour of
taking hold of the whole question and deal-
ing with it in a sensible and proper manne.,
The multiplication of degenerates is an evil,
but unless something is done it must go on.
The position ecalls for kindness, considera-
tion, wisdom and strength, in order that the
problem may be thoronghly dealt with. The
baard that is suggested to deal with mental
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defectives will consist of the Commissioner
of Public Health, the State Psychologist
and three members appointed by the Govern-
ment, one of whom shall be the Inspector
Greneral of the Tnsane. Such a board would
eover every possible avenue to prevent any
injustice being done to the individual. The
careful grading of mental defectives aec-
cording to their condition of deficiency is
essential, and the principle of an examina-
tion by a medical praetitioner and the elini-
cal psychologist is sound. T take it that
the medical practitioner, as well as being
legally qualified, would be a man of special
training in mental work, and ecnsequently
would be able properly to handle the prob-
lem. Most of the clanses in the Bill are of
a machinery nature and there is no need
specially to refer to them. Tt will readily
be agreed that the Bill, in the main, is wisely
drawn up and in the interests of mental da-
fectives as well as the rest of the community.,
It is in the highest degree desirable that it
should be enacted, and that we should have
the advantage of wise administration of iho
very difficult subject postulated in the Bill

MER. THOMSON (Katanning) [5.10]:
Members generally will agree that the Min-
ister is making provision for something that
has heen sadly needed. I have no ohjection
to offer to the Bill. It certainly vests great
powers in the proposed board, but there
appear to be sufficient safeguards to protect
anyone from injustice. Many parents no
doubt feet that, had it been possible to place
their children who have unfortunately been
afllicted with a mental disorder in some place
where they could have received adequate
training, they would have been relieved of
a great burden, because they were not inm
a position themselves to provide such train-
ing. Great powers have also been placed
in the director of the elinic, who, with the
consent of the Minister for Edueation, will
be able to embark upon a tour of exploita-
tion throughout the echools. That part of
the Bill requires grave consideration. I
do not suggest that the director in charge
would be so keenly interested in building
up these institutions as to travel all over the
State,

The Minister for Health: He will ba more
keenly interested in minimising the nnmber
as much as possible.

Mr. THOMSON: At all events, the direc-
tor will he able to go through all the achools.
I approve of the principal provisions con-
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tained in the Bill. It is essentially one for
Committee, especially as regards some of
the more drastic clauses. The portion of
the Bill dealing with the morality of per-
- sons appears to be particularly severe. It
is possible that someone may have to pay 2
greater penalty than at the moment seems
to suggest itself, without his having fully
realised the responsibility placed upon him.
Assuredly these people should be protected
against themsclves. I also approve of the
provision for placing menta] defectives in
private establichments. They may be per-
sons able to pay for the adequate eare of
an unfortunate ehild or other relative,
though themselves unable to look after the
child or relative. The Bill having been in-
troduced only the day before yesterday, I
bave not had an opportunity to elndy it
¢losely; tmt I agree with the Minister and
the previcns speaker that the enactment of
the measure is desirable. Acecordingly I
support the second reading. An institu-
tion of the character contemplated is long
overdue. The Leader of the Opposition sng-
gested that in view of the importance of
the subject it might be wise to appeint a
seleel committee, consisting of two members
frem cach side, with the Minister f-r Health
as chainnan, to discuss the Bill with the
departmental psychologists and other ex-
perts. As the result of such a discussion hon.
members might be able to support the meas-
ure with more confidence than they ran at
present. Cn so important a question one
hegitates to express an opinion, lest it might
prove detrimental to the welfare of the
unfortunates concerned, However, we are
asked tn pass a law interfering materially
with the Literty of these people, thonzh
doubtless in their own interests. T com-
mend to the Minister the Opposition Jeader's
suggestion. Perhaps there need not he a
committee of the usual kind, ealling in all
and sundry to give evidence, but merely
a commitiee fo discuss the subject with the
departmental experts. The Minister is au
fait with the departmental views, having
discussed the measure with his officers for
a considerable time prior to its introduc-
tion. A select committee of the kind indi-
cated wonld not involve undue delay in the
passing ¢f the measure, which, I repect, is
Jong ¢verdue.

THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH (Hon.
S. W. Munsie—Hannans—in reply) [5.19]:
I am indeed pleased with the reception of
the Bill on the second reading, and offer no
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objeetion whatever to the reference of the
measure to a select eommittee as suggested
by the Leader of the Opposition. I recog-
nise fully the difficulty hon. members must
have in grasping the details of an import-
ant Bill like this. Personally I have had
interviews and arguments and diseussions
with all the departmental heads concerned,
as well as with other men and women able
to impart information on the subject. The
fund of information thus gathered I have
not, however, been able to impart to the
House by a mere explanation of the prin-
ciples of the Bill. In my opinion it would
assist the passage of the measure if mem-
bers from both sides had the opportunity
of calling in anyone they considered quali-
fied to give information.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

Referred to a Select Committee.

On motion by the Minister for Health, re-
solved :—

That the Bill be referred to a seleet com-
mittee,

Ballot taken and a select committee ap-
pointed consisting of Miss Holman, Messrs
Griffiths, Sampson and Sleeman, and the
mover; with power to call for persons and
papers, and to sit on days over which the
House stands adjourned: to report on the
26th September.

BILL—ROYAL AGRICULTURAL
SOCIETY ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

MR. THOMSON (Katanning) [5.32]: T do
not propose to offer any opposition to the
Bill, whick is a short one and gives what
T congider the necessary authority to the
Royal Agricultural Society that will enable
some members of it to be relieved of finan-
cial responsibility. The society has valn-
able property and is spending large sums
of money upon improvements to the Show.
groeund. I suppose those gentlemen who are
acting as guarantors at the bank are finding
the burden rather greater than they con-
sider they should carry. I therefore con-
sider the Bill is warranted so that the soci-
ety may be able to mortgage its lands and
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relieve the guarantors of their financial re-
sponsibility. T am one of those whose names
have been given to the banks as guarantora
on behalf of a number of agricultural
societies in my electorate. After all, we
take that action in the interests of our dis-
trict, and I have no doubt that many per-
sons will continue to act as guarantors in
the future. The other clause, which will re-
lieve the society from the lLiability to pay
rates, is also justified. I have pleasure in
supporting the second reading of the Bill.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time,

In Commitiee.

Mr. Panton in the Chair; the Minister for
Lands in charge of the Bill

Clause 1—agreed to.
Clause 2-——Exemption from rates:

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
clause provides that land now or hereafter
vested in or held by the Royal Agricnltural
Society shall be exempt from rates. I pre-
sume that refers to land that is used for the
purpose of the society’s shows. It is pos-
sible that someone might leave to the
society a block of land in the city, and
shops or other buildings might be erected
on that block. If it were done, why should
not the society pay rates in respect of that
property? I know the Minister desires to
exempt (he society from the payment of
rates in respect of the Show ground, but
there is the possibility 1 have indicated.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The area
held by the Royal Agricultural Soeiety is
held in trust for the purpose of holding
agricultural shows. It is possible that the
society may purchase property for purposes
other than for holding shows, but that is
hardly probable. The society has heavy
obligations to meet and it is from the stand-
point of assisting them that we ezempt
Later on, shounld it be
found that undue advantage is being taken
of the liberality of the Bill, we can amend
the legislation,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I have
no objection to the clause as it applies to
land now held by the society, but even so I
would object to the society being exempt
from rates if the Show ground were used
for purroses other than agrieultural shows.
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For instance, there was a suggestion some
years ago that frotting meetings shounld be
held on the Claremont Show ground. In
view of the heavy upkeep of roads these
days, should anything of that sort be re-
sorted to at Claremont, the society should
be made to pay rates because of the heavy
traffic that the racing would develop.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 2 and 4—agreed fo.
Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment and the
report adopted.
T LY 'II‘H”J

-~

BILL—-RESERVES.
In Commitiee,

Resumed from the 10th September; Mr,
Panton in the Chair, the Miniater for Lands
in charge of the Bill.

The CHATRMAN:
partly considered.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: When
we dealt with the clause on the previous oe-
casion, progress was reported on the under-
standing that I would secure information
regarding a question raised by the member
for Claremont., The matier has not been
finalised, and in the circumstances I move—

That progress be reported.

+

Clause 7 has been

Question put and passed; Progress re-
ported.

BILI~UNIVERSITY OF WESTERN
AUSTRALIA ACT AMENDMENT.

In Committee.

Mr. Panton 1n the Chair, the Premier in
charge of the Bill.™

Clauses 1 to 3—agreed to.
Clanse 4-—Penalties, ete.:

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: A gsome-
what unusual provision is made in the
clause. It sets ount that the University may
impose a penalty not exeeeding £20.

The Premier: Yes, under the by-laws,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: And
those by-laws are made by the University.
There is no reason why the penalty should
not be stated in the Act. The elause als,)
sets out that the penalty shall be appro-
priated and paid to the Senate for the nse
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of the University. 1 suppose the idea the
Premier has is that the penalties will cover
the cost of protecting the grounds. I hope
if there are justices of the peace eonneeted
with the University they will not sit on the
bench when cases of trespass are Dbeiag
beard. I hope also that some consideration
will be given to the question of the use of
the right-of-way referred to by the member
for Subiaco on the second reading.

The PREMIER: After all the University
is, in a way, a public institution; it is main-
tained entirely from public funds and we
can well allow them to have any small aecre-
tion to their income that might come their
way. In any case the sum will not amonat
to very much.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
will let it go.

The PREMIER : With regard to the other
poiut raised by the Leader of the Opposition,
ha will notice that Clause 2 covers a long list
of subjects in respeet of which by-laws may
be made. It would be diffieult to specify a
penaliy in the clause,

Mr. Thomson: The Senate may make hy-
laws and we will have no control over then.

The PREMIER: By-laws that may »e
made by the Senate will have to be approvel
by the Execufive Council. The University
is a public institution and in a way also its
grounds sre private property.

Mr. Maun: It is nine-tenths a publie ir-
gtitution.

The PREMIER : They sliould have power
to deal with their own property. There is
nc danger to be feared from allowing the
Senate to make by-laws prescribing penal-
ties.

Mr. MAXN: The Premier makes his case
weaker by suggesting that the University
controls what is practically private pro-
perty. Such extensive powers would not he
given to a private organisation; they are
given in this instance becanse the Universily
iz a public institution. I have looked up the
Parks and Reserves Act and found that
many of these proposed by-laws have beea
taken from that statute.

The Premier: Almost all of them.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon, member is
not in order in discussing by-laws; the elanse
dealing with by-laws has been disposed of.

Mr. MANN: The clause we are discussing
provides that the penalties shall be appro-
priated to the University. The Parks and
Gardens Board have not that privilege.

Very well; [

. The I’'remier:

[ASSEMBLY.]

It the hon. wember wishes
{) strike that out, I shall not mind,

The Minister for Works: The amount
would not be more than £5 in a year,

Mr. MANN: The prineiple is wrong anl
an exeeption should not be made in the case
of the University.

Mr. THOMSON: I bave no objection 1o
the University baving control of ther
ground, but it does seem rather unusual to
tand over to that body the power the clavs:
proposes. A principle is involved and it
may lead to frouble on a future oceasio..
I cootend that by-laws in this instance
should be similar to others, I have no ob-
Jjection to the fines bemg appropriated to
the University.

Mr. MANN: I move an amendment—

That the second paragraph of the clauvse be

struck out.

On the second reading I said this was wrong
in principle. The only instance I know of
where a similar power is given is in the
Customs Aect. If a person is found in pos-
session of an article, that is sufficient pro.{

that it has been smuggled. In this case we

are going to give power to the court to sav
that the case is proved simply by an officer
oi police or an offieer of the University mak-

ing an averment.

The Premier: Tt does not say so; it is

only prima facie evidence.

Mr. MANX: Soppose an offence is com-
mitted on property adjoining controlled hy
the Parks and Gardens Board, the complain-
ant would have to swear that an offence had
been committed contrary to a certain be-law.

The Premier: That will happen in the
case of the University.

Mr. MANN: The complainant would hav.
to prove that the offence was committed ov
the property. In this ease that will not n=

necessary. All that will be necessary is for

the person making the averment o declare
before the magistrate that the offence wns
committed on the University grounds con-
trary to certain regulations, Then it will e
for the defendant to go into the box and
prove that it was not committed there. He
is to be deemed guilty of the offence until he
proves his innocence, The other day I cited
the Railway Act on the point, and the Pre-
mier challenged me.

The Premier: Yes, you were quite wrong.

Mr. MANN: I was quite right. Xf an
offence is committed neainst the regulations
it is ineumbent apon the person making ti-
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complaint to prove that the offence was ecom-
mitted within the railway authority aacd
against the railway regulations. It should
not be sufficient on an averment to say the
offence was committed on the University
grounds; and thus throw the onus of proof
of inngeence on the defendant.

. The Premier: Well, knock it out. T do
not care whether it is there or not, hut I do
not see anything wrong with if, just the
same,

- Mr. MANN: The Premier would take a
different view if he were over here eriticising
the Bill.

Amendment put and passed;
an amended, agreed to.

the eclause,

Title—agreed to.
Bill reported with an amendment.

BILL—AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS.
In Committee.

Mr. Panton in the Chair; the Minister o
Rallways (for the Minister for Ag‘ucu]ture)
in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1—agreed fo.
Clause 2—Interpretation:

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I want
ta know why all agrienltural products should
be brought under the Bill. The Minister
tor Agriculture seemed to think that if we
had the Bill we would eat more eggs. Pos-
siblv we eat too many now, so I do not
see that that is a good reason for passing
the Bill. If we leave in the definition of
“ggricultural products,” as given here, we
shall bring under the Bill all products of
farm, garden, orchard and dairy. It is
not necessary. Most people whe buy, see
what they are buying; certainly the hounse-
wives do. All the time we seem fo think
people are rogues trying to defraud every-
body else. If this is done in respeet of
eggs, then it should be enough to restriet
the scope of the Bill to eggs alone. Why
should we include in the Bill all farm pro-
ducts, as is contemplated by this definition?
T suppose that under this, even the grains
of wheat will have to be properly displayed.

The Premier: With a fair sample on
top.

]])—Ton. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes. So,
too. with chaff. the poorest sample will have
to he displayed. Of course the greatest
damage oceasioned chaff is cansed by the
leaking tarpaunling over the trucks of tha

"ease goods?
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Minister for Railways, What is the use of
our making laws that may press heavily on
a number of people withont doing any good
at all? Most of the commodities offered
for sale are exposed, and can be examined.

The Minister for Railways: What about

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL : They
also can be seen. I do pot know that we
require to legislate, even for that class of
commaodity, I[f a man puts pumpkins into
‘a bag, those pumpkins vary in size and
quality, and if that man opens the bag and
shows the prospective purchaser the largest
pumpkin in the paekage, he will be commit-
ting an offence under this measure. The
\flmstur has a fad for this class of legisla-
tion. I think producers are the most honest
neople in the world. Why should we Jegis-
late because of one dishonest man in a hun-
dred? It is not worth while I do not
suppose the Bill will cover bananas, but if
it did, eould we have a guarantee that the
flesh of a banana within its unbroken skin
is all perfectly good?

Progress reported,

House adjourned at 6.15 p.m,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers,

QUESTION—-MINING.
Southerr Europeans and Miner’s Phthisis.

Hon. H. SEDTON asked the Chief See-
retary: 1, How many of the men who
have been examined by the Commonwealth
Laboratory under the Miner's Phthisis



